
3 Issues Missing in Health 
Care Debate, Says Brody 
The United States’ escalating debate over health-care reform is 
focused narrowly on only two issues – “cost and coverage,” la-
mented Johns Hopkins University President William Brody at a 
Sept. 7 Club Luncheon. Yet, he said, meaningful change will 
come only when the nation addresses “three other issues also 
starting with the letter C — consistency, complexity and chronic 
illness.” Calling them “the three riders of our health-care Apoca-
lypse,” he urged presidential candidates to address them in the 
2008 campaign. Brody  — a physician, engineer, founder of three 
medical device companies and leader of a university that houses 
one of the nation’s most prestigious medical schools — said the 
lack of consistency in both the nation’s “patchwork quilt” of medi-
cal programs and in the quality of care “is the number one” 
health-care problem. ” As for complexity, paperwork is so daunt-
ing, he joked, that to be hospitalized “you now need a lawyer and 
an accountant.” Chronic illness? Because 80 percent of health-

care costs stem from chronic illnesses, he said, massive savings 
could come by stressing preventive care.                 —BILL MILLER 

Helen Yarborough converses with Johns Hopkins University 
President William Brody prior to Brody’s Sept. 7 Luncheon 
speech.                                        PHOTO BY MARSHALL H. COHEN 

Actors Mark Adams, left, Margaret Bush, 
and playwright Tony Gallo huddle prior 
to the staged, professional reading of 
Gallo’s two-act Victorian drama, 
"Vandergrift," Sept. 7 in the Ball-
room. The play revolves around the his-
tory of the real town Vandergrift, Pa., 
from 1892-1945, focusing on journalist 
Ida Tarbell (played by  Bush) and indus-
trialist George McMurtry (played by  Ad-
ams). The performance was staged by 
the Seventh Street Playhouse and the 
NPC and directed by Roland Branford 
Gomez.      PHOTO BY DARLENE SHIELDS 

Blogging Comes to the Club  
A panel of respected political reporters and an online strategist will discuss the role of 
bloggers in the 2008 presidential campaign Monday, Sept. 24 at the Club.  Panelists 
include reporters Tom Edsell, The New Republic; Jonathan Martin, Polico; Antonio Var-
gas, The Washington Post; and Republican advisor David All. Moderator will be Ellen 
Shearer, co-director of Medill News Service. Call (202) 662-7501 for reservations, 
which are required for the 6:30 p.m. event. The session follows a Sept. 10 class at NPC 
in which blogger Rob Yunich instructed 15 Club members on how to join him and the 
some 70 million other Americans who are Web scribblers. Just over half of all bloggers, 
surveys suggest, are under 30. They’re evenly spit between men and women and ethni-
cally diverse. Their reportage and musings cover every subject imaginable. Much of 
Yunich’s randomrealitythoughts.blogspot.com, for example, is commentary on profes-
sional sports teams in the Washington area. Blogging is both ego trip and commerce, a 
way to promote yourself to a possible boss or your wares to potential customers. If you 
missed the class, you can log onto www.blogger.com and learn how to “create a blog in 
three easy steps.” Uh huh. Call your best blogging friend for assistance.     —LEE SMITH                                                                                          

Gallo Play Read Sept. 17 Panelists to Weigh 
Reporting of National Security 
It’s a classic dilemma for journalists reporting on national security issues: balancing the 
public’s right to know against the government’s need for secrecy. That will be the un-
derlying theme of a panel discussion among national intelligence insiders at the Club 
Monday, Sept. 17, at 6:30 p.m. Examining the relationship between the media and the 
intelligence community, lessons learned from past coverage and what lies ahead will 
be: William H. Webster, former director of the FBI and CIA; Jamie McIntyre, CNN’s sen-
ior Pentagon correspondent; Bill Harlow, former CIA spokesman; and Karen DeYoung, 
associate editor of The Washington Post. Moderator will be Shelby Coffey, senior fellow 
at the Freedom Forum and a trustee at the Newseum. The event, timed to coincide with 
the 60th anniversary of passage of the National Security Act, is co-sponsored by the 
Club and the Newseum. It is free and open to the public, but reservations are required. 
RSVP at (202) 662-7501.  

Fourth Estate Deals 
Prime Rib Tuesday nights 
Lobster Wednesday nights 
$17 members and guests 


