
Financial Assistance Applications Due February 20

Financial Assistance Applications for both new and existing families are due February 20, 2009
and can be found at http://gesher-jds.org/uploads/20680910FinancialAssistance.xls
 

Second Annual
Gesher Jewish Day School
Community Family Fun Day
Sunday, March 29, 2009, 1-4pm

Join us as we again open our doors to the community for an afternoon of art, music,
entertainment, Passover activities and fun! Put this date on your calendar now and plan to
BRING FRIENDS!  Every Family Bring a Family is the motto for Community Family Fun Day. 
This is a great opportunity to introduce others to Gesher and the event is FREE.

Family Fun Day requires lots of volunteers to keep things running smoothly.  If you can help
that day, contact the Admissions Department, dmendelson@gesher-jds.org.  We will need a
number of parents for set-up, running activity stations and clean-up afterwards.  Thanks for
your support!

Family Profile 

Meet the Dallas Family

Hillary and Bryan  Dallas are the proud parents of one of
Gesher's great Gan members, Madelyn, as well as a
preschooler, Rachel.  They have lived in Northern Virginia
for about 15 years -- with Hillary venturing here after
college and Bryan coming to the area after a stint in the
Marine Corps.  Hillary is originally from New Jersey, Bryan
from Chicago.

Hillary and Bryan's marriage, in February 1999, took place in
a setting similar to somewhere they can be seen regularly --
a synagogue.  The difference, though, was that Hillary and Bryan were wed at the Hebrew
Congregation of St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands -- a national historic landmark.

"We highly recommend visiting the synagogue if you are ever in the vicinity," they said.

Their destination wedding follows one of their most adventurous hobbies: traveling.  This
summer, for example, the family will venture to a cousin's Bat Mitzvah in Jerusalem.  But
that's not all they do when they're not at Gesher.

"We enjoy reading, cooking, swimming, visiting with family and friends," Hillary says.  "And
Bryan still gets to squeeze in football and baseball even with a house full of girls!"

Hillary and Bryan are active members of Congregation Olam Tikvah in Fairfax (Bryan is on the
board of directors there) and live right around the corner from the school -- a hop, skip and a
jump from Wegmans and Fairfax Corner.  Gesher remains a major focus of their lives.
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"We chose Gesher because we believe that the curriculum, both general and Jewish studies,
provides an excellent opportunity for our children to develop their education," Hillary and
Bryan said.  "Further, the value [set] in which the program is based is what we already have
been practicing in our own home and we felt it would be the best environment to build on."

Hillary works for Booz Allen Hamilton, sourcing supplier agreements for their global travel
program.  Bryan is a development director for a commercial real estate firm.  Additionally,
Bryan and Hillary own and operate Mitzvah Tree Gifts, the Judaic and specialty gift shop at
the JCCNV (which also has a showcase in the Merkaz at Gesher).

 

Development News

Periodically we will publish a "WISH LIST" from our faculty and staff.  These are items that
will enhance and expand upon our students' experiences at Gesher Jewish Day School.  If you
are interested in providing a donation to cover the cost of any of the items below (or if you
are able to donate any of the items), please contact Stew Bromberg at 703-978-9209 or
sbromberg@gesher-jds.org.

(6) Casio fx-9750G Plus graphing calculators $300
Additional Bulletin Boards $200
Lighting System for our stage (including installation) $3,500
Sound System for our stage (including installation) $7,000
LCD classroom projection systems (7 @ $300 (+$150 install)) $3,150
Laptop Mobile Computer Lab (includes 15 laptops, wireless hub, recharging station)
$4,500

 Thank you for your support!

Alumni News 

Parents and Friends...
We Want to Hear from You!  Please help us keep our alumni records current by sending
us names, addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses for alumni that you are in contact
with to Melissa Hill Jones at mjones@gesher-jds.org.  Please be sure to include news of latest
achievements.

Mishpachat Gesher (PTO)

Mishpachat Gesher (PTO) Coffee

Please join us for PTO's Monthly Coffee this Friday, January 30, at 8:30am.  Dr. Schoenburg
will discuss "Connecting Learning to the Real World" and a question and answer session will
follow.  As always, enjoy coffee, pastries and the charming company of your fellow Gesher
parents. 
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